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(Second round of China FTA talks close)
The Star : 13 April 2020
PHNOM PENH, April 13 (The Phnom Penh Post/ANN) -- The second

round of negotiations for a Cambodia-China Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
highlighted the potential for expanding trade, investment, services,

and strengthening cooperation between the two countries in the upcoming years, Ministry of Commerce secretary of state
Sok Sopheak said in a press release. The second round of negotiations was held via a video conference on Thursday and
was presided by Sopheak and Yang Zhengwei, deputy director-general...(Read more
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(PHL pursuing P8-billion government-to-government (G2G) rice imports for stable supply)
‘Business mirror: 14 April 2020

uns

(Philipines)

THE Philippines will push through with its P8-billion 300,000-metric
ton rice importation via government-to-government (G2G) transaction to
ensure the country has sufficient stockpile amid the Covid-19 pandemic.
Agriculture Secretary William D. Dar said the budget for the importation
has been approved and will be handled by the Department of Trade and

i Industry’s Philippine International Trading Corp. (PITC). (Read more
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(Collective farming experiment in Siem Reap’s Ban-

teay Srey to ensure food security)

4 Khmer Times: 17 April 2020

Banteay Srey, a district of Siem Reap province, is initiating collective rice farming to ensure food security, especially for
the most marginalised, amid COVID-19 pandemic. The creative move was shared by the district’s Governor Mr. Khim
Finan, who is leading the practice which will potentially be expanded if proved successful. It involved cultivation of early
maturity rice varieties which can adapt to the current erratic weather and which will take about 100 days...(Read more

oseipninunaisemsigrugidmenntidss isRenodrime
(Group urges govt to freeze P8-billion rice import plan)
Business mirror: 14 April 2020
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The Action for Economic Reforms (AER) is urging the government to suspend its plan to import 300,000 metric tons
(MT) of rice and use the P8-billion allocated fund to support local farmers and boost domestic food production instead.

In a news statement, AER said it “strongly opposed” the government’s 300,000-MT rice importation via govern-
ment-to-government (G2G) as it could affect the farm-gate price of palay as harvesting is still ongoing. “It is improper
for government to spend billions of pesos to import rice. Let the private sector do the importation to fill in the inventory
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(Cambodia has the potential to export between 500000
to 700000 tonnes of fragrant rice per month)

Koh Santepheap: 17 April 2020
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if needed. It will do a better job than a government-government arrangement which is prone to waste (Read more
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- (Cov1’d— 19 pandemic puts paddy harvesting under threat in Bangladesh)

AR (Bangladesh) Dhaka Tribune: 14 April 2020

The government has announced an allocation of Tk100 crore to procure
machines for harvesting paddy and reduce dependency on labourers

Boro paddy is ready to be harvested all across Bangladesh as Boisakh
(Bengali month) approaches, but it is now under threat due to the coronavirus
pandemic. Farmers are worried about harvesting as there is a shortage of farm
| labourers due to a countrywide transport suspension in line with the general
holidays declared by the government. (Read more)
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(Tlmor Leste requests Cambodia to export rice amid
. COVID19 may affect food storage)

Thmey Thimey: 19 April 2020
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(Coronavirus exposes ASEAN divisions on rice security)

Vietnam Net: 15 April 2020

tﬂﬁ AMY (Vietnam)

Many rice exporters were left surprised because the export quota of 400,000
tonnes of rice in April ended quickly in just three hours. Earlier, the Ministry of
Industry and Trade (MoIT) issued a decision announcing the rice export quota
for April after the Prime Minister gave the green light to resume exporting the
product. Rice exporters therefore required their staff to wait for the opening of

" the online customs portal to submit declaration forms. (Read more
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(Cambodia may export rice to East-Timor by next month)
‘Phnom Penh Post: 19 April 2020
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(Coronavirus exposes ASEAN divisions on rice security)
Nikkei Asian Review: 15 April 2020
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BANGKOK/MANILA -- The rapid spread of new coronavirus cases in South-
east Asia has exposed the region’s divisions on food security, particularly as
rice-growing nations move to lock up supplies of the staple.

- ~ In Thailand, the world’s second-biggest rice exporter, a curfew imposed on April
3 is driving consumers to hoard rice for fear of a prolonged stay-at-home order.
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(To prevent food shortages due to COVID19, East Timor
=" asks Cambodia for help)

Kob Santepheap: 19 April 2020
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Meanwhlle Vietnam, the third-largest exporter, imposed a rice export ban on
? March 24, with Cambodia following suit. (Read more)
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®: (Asean Plus Three eye joint rice, cash reserves during pandemic)
mﬁnsgﬁu (ASEANS3) - Byisiness mitror: 16 April 2020

THE Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), along with partners China,
Japan and South Korea are now eyeing to use their joint rice and cash reserves to
ensure food security among their members during the novel coronavirus disease

| (Covid-19) crisis.

In a joint-statement issued on Tuesday after their virtual summit, the group said
it is now considering “the utilization of the Asean Plus Three Emergency Rice
Reserve [APTERR]”... (Read more
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https://kohsantepheapdaily.com.kh/article/1069590.html
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https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/04/14/group-urges-govt-to-freeze-%E2%82%A78-billion-rice-import-plan/
https://www.dhakatribune.com/health/coronavirus/2020/04/14/covid-19-pandemic-puts-paddy-harvesting-under-threat-in-bangladesh
https://vietnamnet.vn/en/business/vietnamese-rice-exporters-surprised-with-the-quick-end-of-export-quota-633758.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Coronavirus-exposes-ASEAN-divisions-on-rice-security
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Indian traders signing rice export deals again after 3-week pause
Economic Times: 16 April 2020

/0N (India)

MUMBAL: Indian rice traders are signing new export contracts again after a gap of
nearly three weeks, four industry officials told Reuters on Thursday. The resump-
tion of shipments from the world’s biggest exporter could cap global prices which
surged after India suspended exports amid a nationwide lockdown to curb the
spread of the coronavirus, allowing rival countries such as Thailand to rise prices

and shipments. (Read more)
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Bulog asks for additional Rp 10 trillion to buy rice

Jakarta Post: 16 April 2020

ﬁr%rnsr{'g (Indonesia )

The State Logistics Agency (Bulog), a governmental body responsible for
securing the staple food supply, plans to ask for an additional Rp 10 trillion
(US$637 million) from the government to buy rice from farmers to augment
rice stocks.

The agency’s director of operations and public service, Tri Wahyudi Saleh,
said in Jakarta on Wednesday that the extra funds would be enough to procure
about 1.2 million tons of rice from the farmers. (Read more
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Agriculture ministry proposes maintaining sticky rice exports

)E0mY (Vietnam) Vietnam Plus: 16 April 2020

Hanoi (VNA) - The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD)
on April 16 proposed continuing exports of sticky rice harvested from the
2019-2020 winter-spring crop.

In a document sent to the Ministry of Industry and Trade, the MARD requested
it provide updates on such exports and market demand as a foundation for
any adjustments to sticky rice cultivation areas and output in upcoming crops.

Read more)
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VFA demands priority clearance for rice stuck at ports

anms (vewam) a1 7 April 2020

HCM City (VNS/VNA) - The Vietnam Food Association (VFA) has petitioned
authorities to prioritise customs clearance of consignments of rice exports
stuck at ports.

It has also urged them to cancel the customs declarations of exporters who sub-
mitted declaration forms with high volumes but could not prove they had them
ready for export when inspected.(Read more
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uRniEAnunigy
Timor-Leste requests Cambodia to export rice as COVID19 may affect food storage

On 17 April 2020, at the Green Trade Company of the Ministry of Commerce, Cambodia Rice Federation (CRF)
and Green Trade company has welcomed and met with Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste Ambassador in
Cambodia discussing about the possibility of trading Cambodian rice to the Timor-Leste, responded to the request
from Timor-Leste to prevent rice shortage amid the COVID19 outbreak.

This meeting is organized upon the advice from H.E Pan Sorasak, minister of the Ministry of Commerce, attend-
ed by the Cambodia Rice Federation (CRF), which is led by Oknha Hun Lak, Chairman of CRF, Oknha Song
Saran, President of CRF, and Mr. Lun Yeng, Secretary General of CRF, together with Green Trade company, led
by H.E Chan Sokty, CEO of Green Trade Company, and Timor-Leste side which is led by HE ERMENEGILDO
KUPA LOPES, Timor-Leste ambassador in Cambodia, with other two embassy’s officers. Responding to the
request to export Cambodian Rice to Timor-Leste, Cambodia asked Timor-Leste to sending official letter through
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, stating the quantity, duration of supply, and other conditions of supply such as:
packaging, transport, and the demand of rice varieties; Cambodia will wait to strongly cooperate and follow the

government instructions and advices.
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\. (855) 23 559 8999

info@crf.org.kh
9 Soma Tower, 7th Floor

® wwwerforgkh

) https://twitter.com/RiceCrf
@ Cambodia Rice Federation

#2C, Street 120, Sangkat Phsar
Thmey II, Khan Daun Penh,
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
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